
Key Stage 2 

 

Sustainability 

 

Location Knowledge:  United Kingdom,  

Asia, Africa 

Place Knowledge:  Exminster, UK 

Yorkshire Dales, UK 

Nepal, Asia 

Kenya, Africa 

Human and Physical Geography:  Natural Resources 

Skills and Fieldwork:  Maps, atlases, globes, digital / computer        

mapping 

Fieldwork: observe, measure, record, present 

How  does this unit build on the knowledge and 

skills developed in KS1 and link with the 

knowledge and skills in other KS2 units?  

See the ‘Geography Curriculum: Unit Links’     

document on the school website.  

Links to other areas of the curriculum: Science: Light, Living Things and Their Habitats, 

Electricity 

Maths: analysing data 



Curriculum Intent: Key Lines of Enquiry 

1: What does being sustainable actually 
mean? 

2: How can we help to make our school 

more sustainable? 

  

Pupils will learn about: 
 What living sustainably means 
 The differences between renewable and         

non-renewable resources 
 The consequences of not living sustainably for 

example, by investigating, explaining and      
evaluating the impact of palm oil production 

  

 

Pupils will learn how to: 
 Research the ways in which other schools 

have worked to become more sustainable 
 Undertake an environmental review of different 

categories of sustainability at school. 
 Draw up an Action Plan to identify and          

explain priorities to help the school become 
more sustainable 

 

Key Vocabulary Key Vocabulary 

Sustainable: being able to do something for ever 

without having a negative impact on the environment 
that supports life on Earth or on people living         
elsewhere in the world. 
Green Environment: improving the way we produce, 

buy, use, and throw away products in ways which are 
friendly to the environment                                                  
Physical and mental wellbeing:   a way of living to 
ensure health, avoid preventable diseases and       
conditions, reduce anxiety and stress.                          
Finite: resources which will run out and cease to    

exist.                                                                                                
Non-renewable: natural resources that cannot be 

replaced after they are used                                                                
Renewable: any natural resource (as wood or solar 

energy) that can be replenished naturally with the 
passage of time                                                         

Infinite: something which goes on or lasts forever. 

Energy: power 
Litter: rubbish 
Waste: unwanted materials and objects that  has 
been thrown away 
Transport: how good or people are carried from one 

place to another (air, rail, sea etc) 
Healthy living: a lifestyle which helps to keep and 
improve people's health and well-being. The ways to 
being healthy include healthy eating, physical       

activities, weight management, and stress              
management.                                                           
Biodiversity: the variety of living things in a place 
Global perspective: living respectfully with one     

another, celebrating diversity, understanding how  
actions affect another person's experience            
Green procurement: buying good and services 
which will do the least harm to the environment        
Pupil participation: pupils joining in, voicing their 
opinions                                                                                             
Carbon footprint: the amount of carbon dioxide    
released into the air because of your own energy 
needs, for example, the energy used for transport, 

heating, cooking, clothing. 



Curriculum Intent: Key Lines of Enquiry 

3: Why are we seeing more wind and solar farms in 

the countryside? 

  

4: How is sustainable                   
development helping the lapwing 

out of the red? 

  
Pupils will learn about: 
 how solar panels and wind turbines generate electricity (in 

basic terms) 
 how sources of energy used to make electricity in the United 

Kingdom are changing 
 explore other sources of renewable energy and make a 

judgement about which are the most/least effective 
 investigate which countries are leading the way in the use of 

renewable energy 

 
  

Pupils will learn about: 
 why creating new habitats for birds is 

a good example of sustainable       
development 

 an area in the UK which is using   
sustainable development to  create 
habitats for the lapwing 

 projects in the Yorkshire Dales        
National Park which are protecting 
bird habitats (and other habitats) 

 
  

  

Key Vocabulary Key Vocabulary 

Renewable: any natural resource (as wood or solar energy) that 

can be replenished naturally with the passage of time 

Non-polluting: forms of energy which do not contaminate the       

environment 

 
Solar energy:  light, heat, and other forms of energy given off by 

the Sun 

Wind energy: the power of the wind used as an energy source. 

 
Geothermal energy: a type of energy that uses this natural heat 

from the Earth to heat buildings and make electricity. 

Tidal energy: Tides are the rise and fall of ocean waters. Tidal 
energy captures the energy from moving water by using either a 
turbine or a barrage. 

 
Non-renewable: natural resources that cannot be replaced after 

they are used 

Carbon dioxide: a heavy colourless gas that is formed by burning 

fuels 

Greenhouse gases: The most common greenhouse gases are 

water vapour, carbon dioxide, and methane 

Pollution: happens when the environment is contaminated, or     

dirtied, by waste, chemicals, and other harmful substances. 

Global warming: the warming of the earth’s surface and the air 
above it. It occurs when carbon dioxide and other air pollutants and 
greenhouse gases collect in the atmosphere and absorb sunlight 

and solar radiation that have bounced off the earth's surface. 

  

Sustainable development: when action is 

taken to improve the environment for      
people and other living things by using     
renewable energy and reducing pollution 
and waste. 

 
Landscape: an area of land and all the 

features in it which you can see 

 
Settlement: a small community of people 

who have made homes in a place 

 
Habitat: the home of an animal or plant 
environment 



5: How are solar cookers helping Sunita and her family to live more sustainably?  

  

Pupils will learn about: 
 Why introducing solar cookers in some of the world’s poorest countries makes the lives of people more 

sustainable 
 Fairtrade projects which enable farmers in Kenya to use bio-gas as a fuel for cooking rather than firewood 
 How much energy we use when we cook and compare with the sustainable projects above. Come to a 

conclusion about whether it is fair 

   

Key Vocabulary 

Solar power: light, heat, and other forms of energy given off by the Sun 

Mountain: a landform that rises high above its surroundings. Taller than a hill, it usually has steep 

slopes and a rounded or sharp peak. 

Valley: a long depression, or ditch, in Earth's surface. It usually lies between ranges of hills or         

mountains. 

River: flowing, moving water 

 

Gorge: a narrow valley with steep, rocky walls located between hills or mountains 

Forest: an area of land covered with trees 
 

Terrace:  a level shelf of land with steep slopes above and below 

Non-renewable: natural resources that cannot be replaced after they are used 

Carbon dioxide: a heavy colourless gas that is formed by burning fuels 

Greenhouse gases: The most common greenhouse gases are water vapour, carbon dioxide, and 

methane 

Renewable: any natural resource (as wood or solar energy) that can be replenished naturally with the 

passage of time 

Sustainable: it means that we could keep using or doing it for a long time. 

Quality of life: how happy and healthy people feel with the way they live 
 
Social justice:  the view that everyone deserves to enjoy the same economic,                                              

political and social rights, regardless of race, socioeconomic status, gender or other characteristics.  

  

Curriculum Intent: Key Lines of Enquiry 


