
Key Stage 2 

 

Megacities 

 

Location Knowledge:  United Kingdom, Europe including Russia, North 

America, South America, Africa, Asia, Latitude, 

Longitude, Northern hemisphere, Southern  

hemisphere, 

Place Knowledge:  Baghdad, Iraq 

Milton Keynes, UK 

Brasilia, Brazil 

Tokyo, Japan 

Human and Physical Geography:  Types of settlement and land use, Economic    

Activity and Trade 

Skills and Fieldwork:  Maps, atlases, globes, digital / computer        

mapping 

How  does this unit build on the knowledge and 

skills developed in KS1 and link with the 

knowledge and skills in other KS2 units?  

See the ‘Geography Curriculum: Unit Links’     

document on the school website.  

Links to other areas of the curriculum: History: The Maya Civilisation 

Maths: analysing data 



Curriculum Intent: Key Lines of Enquiry 

1: What are megacities and where are they 
located? 

2: Why did Baghdad become the first city in 

the world with one million people? 
Pupils will learn about: 
 The names of the 10 largest cities in the world 

and location of the city and its country on a map. 
Identify the continent. 

 Identify the environmental region and physical 
characteristics of some of the  cities 

 The key features of cities and suggest reasons 
for why people live in cities of such high density 

 Describe and begin to explain the distribution of 
megacities across the continents of the world 

 
  

Pupils will learn about: 
 Some of the reasons why Baghdad was the first 

city in the world with a million inhabitants 
 Tokyo – the location of the 2020 Olympics.    

Compare and contrast with Baghdad.                 
Understand the reasons for similarities and       
differences. 

 

Key Vocabulary Key Vocabulary 

Village: A village is a community made up of a small 

number of houses, usually in a country area. 
A village is bigger than a hamlet but smaller than a 

town or city 
Town: a place where lots of people live closely          

together, usually larger than a village but smaller than a 
city                                                                                                           
Settlement: a place or region where people live                          
Urban: a location in a city                                                                  
Rural: a location in the countryside                                                
City: a place where many people live closely together 

larger than a town.                                                                            
Megacity:  cities together with their suburbs usually 

with a total population in excess of 10 million people.         
Capital: a city or town where the central government of 

a country is located. Capitals are usually large cities. 
Population density: the number of people living ina  

particular area. Population density can show how 
crowded an area is.                                                                            
Distribution: how something is shared out or spread 
out.                                                                                          
Isodemographic: An isodemographic map is 
a map that is drawn to represent populations of a           
certain area instead of by region, by borders, or by 
mountains or other common traits that maps are made 
by.                                                                                                              
High rise: modern buildings which are very tall and 

have many levels or floors. 

  

Islam: a religion based on belief in Allah as the only 

God and in Muhammad the prophet of God 

Civilisation: groups of people who live together in 

highly organised societies with laws, governments, art 
and culture, religion, ways of providing food for the    
people and ways of protecting the people. 

 
Trade: the activity of buying, selling, or exchanging 

goods or services between people, firms, or countries. 

Employment: the occupation or job for which you are 

paid. 

 
Economy: the system of how money is made and used 
within a particular country or region. 

 
Migration: the movement of people from one country 

or locality to another. 



Curriculum Intent: Key Lines of Enquiry 

3. Why is Milton Keynes the United Kingdom’s  
fastest-growing city? 
 

4. Why is Brasília the fastest-growing city in Brazil? 

Pupils will learn about: 
 The top 10 cities in the United Kingdom with the 

largest populations and compare and contrast 
these with the top 10 fastest-growing cities in the 
country 

 Identify the environmental region and physical 
characteristics of some of the  cities 

 The main reasons why the population of any city 
can increase and explain why Milton Keynes in 
particular is the fastest-growing city in the United 
Kingdom 

Pupils will learn about: 
 The largest cities in South America, identifying 

and locating them on a map 
 The features of the city of Brasília, capital of   

Brazil 
 Why the Brazilian government built a new capital 

city in 1960 

 
Key Vocabulary Key Vocabulary 

Services; Industry; Transport; Business; 

 
Accessibility: how places have been adapted so that 

people with disabilities and special needs can use them 
easily. 

 
Communication: exchanging of information by      
speaking, writing, or using some other medium.  
 
Capital City:  a city or town where the central           

government of a country is located. Capitals are usually 
large cities. 
Political map: maps which show the  boundaries of    
countries, states, and counties, the location of major 
cities  
 
Capital city: a city or town where the central             

government of a country is located. Capitals are usually 
large cities. 

 
Government: any group of people living together in a 

country, state, city, or local community has to live by 
certain rules. The system of rules and the people who 

make and administer them is known as a government 

Parliament: a group of people who make the laws for a 

country 

Stock exchange:  a stock is a share of ownership in 
a company. Stocks are bought and sold at a Stock   
Exchange to raise money for companies so they can 

expand  and make more money.   

Urban: a location in a city 

 
Culture: patterns of behaviour shared by a society, or 

group of people. Examples include food, language, 
clothing, tools, music, arts, customs, beliefs, and       

religion. 

Coast: the area where the sea and land meet 

Shanty: a small roughly built shelter or dwelling 

Favela:  a term used commonly in Brazil to describe 

slums -- areas of poor quality housing, often crowded 
onto the hillsides where sturdy buildings are difficult to 

build. 

Pampas Grassland:  an extensive generally           

grass-covered plain of temperate South America 

Tropical rain forest: forests with tall trees, warm    

climates, and lots of rain. 



Curriculum Intent: Key Lines of Enquiry 

 5: How do the advantages of living in cities compare with the disadvantages? 

Pupils will: 

 Compare and contrast the benefits and disadvantages of city life and reach a judgement as to 

which is most significant 

 Compare with cities in the UK; use evidence to form a conclusion about where they would prefer 

to live and why. 

  
  

Key Vocabulary 

Leisure: a pastime or enjoyable activity which you can do in your free time. 

 
Employment: the occupation or job for which you are paid. 

 
Historic: very old or belonging to a time which is long ago in the past. 

 
Architecture: the design of buildings. 

 
Smog:  a fog made heavier and thicker by the action of sunlight on polluted air. 

Air pollution: when unwanted chemicals, gasses, and particles enter the air and the atmosphere causing harm 

to animals and damaging the natural cycles of the Earth. 

 
Cost of living: the amount of money that people need to spend in order to buy basic goods or services such as 

food, clothes, and a place to live. 

Homelessness: when a person doesn’t have a place to stay or live. 

 
Crime: when a person breaks a law 

Congestion: when something or somewhere is extremely crowded. 


