
 

Overview of the Music Curriculum at Key Stage 1 

Key Knowledge and Skills 
(developed discretely and threaded 
throughout all other areas): 

 begin to listen with attention  and  
recall sounds  

 Identify a pulse/ steady beat 

 Copy simple rhythms 

 Use musical descriptions: loud, 
quiet, fast, slow, steps, leaps, 
silent beat, high, low, long, short, 
pattern, sequence 

 
 

(From National Curriculum for Music) 
Appreciating / Developing an 
Understanding of the History of Music: 

 listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of             
high-quality live and recorded music 

(From National Curriculum for Music) 
Performing 

 use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically 

(From National Curriculum for Music) 
Composing 

 experiment  with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the              
inter-related dimensions of music. 

 

 

 Progression in Music in Key Stage 1 (from Music Express) 

 Year 1 Year 2 

Singing Sing a song with contrasting high and low melodies (Unit 3) 
Control vocal dynamics, duration and timbre (Unit 4) 
Sing a song together as a group (Unit 7) 
Combine voices and movement to perform a chant and a 
song (Unit 11) 
Use voices to create descriptive sounds (Unit 12) 

Chant and sing in two parts while playing a steady beat 
(Unit 4) 
Sing with expression, paying attention to the pitch shape of 
the melody (Unit 8) 
Understand pitch through singing, movement, and note 
names (Unit 11) 
Prepare and improve a performance using movement, voice 
and percussion (Unit 12) 

Playing Instruments Identify and keep a steady beat using instruments (Unit 2) 
Explore and control dynamics, duration, and timbre with 
instruments (Unit 4) 
Play percussion instruments at different speeds (tempi) 
(Unit 5) 
Play and control changes in tempo (Unit 5) 
Explore sounds on instruments and find different ways to 
vary their sound (Unit 8) 
Use instruments to create descriptive sounds (Unit 12) 
Play fast, slow, loud, and quiet sounds on percussion 
instruments (Unit 9) 

Explore timbre and texture to understand how sounds can 
be descriptive (Unit 3) 
Combine sounds to create a musical effect in response to 
visual stimuli (Unit 7) 
Explore voices to create descriptive musical effects (Unit 7) 
Explore different ways to organise music (Unit 10) 

Composing Invent and perform new rhythms to a steady beat (Unit 10) 
Create, play and combine simple word rhythms (Unit 11) 
Create a picture in sound (Unit 12) 

Compose music to illustrate a story (Unit 9) 
Perform and create simple three- and four-beat rhythms 
using a simple score (Unit 10) 

Listening Recognise and respond to changes in tempo in music 
(Unit 2) 

Match descriptive sounds to images (Unit 3) 
Listen to and repeat back rhythmic patterns on instruments 



Identify changes in pitch and respond to them with 
movement (Unit 6) 
Understand how music can tell a story (Unit 9) 
Understand musical structure by listening and responding 
through movement (Unit 12) 

and body percussion (Unit 4) 

Appraising Identify a sequence of sounds (structure) in a piece of music 
(Unit 4) 
Listen in detail to a piece of orchestral music (e.g. identify 
instruments) (Unit 6) 
Identify metre by recognising its pattern (Unit 8) 
Identify a repeated rhythm pattern (Unit 10) 

Identify ways of producing sounds (e.g. shake, strike, pluck) 
(Unit 3) 
Identify rising and falling pitch (Unit 8) 
Listen in detail to a piece of orchestral music (e.g. identify 
how it depicts a season) (Unit 9) 
Use simple musical vocabulary to describe music (Unit 12) 
Listen, describe and respond to contemporary orchestral 
music (Unit 12) 

 


