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What was it like to live in Cononley in Victorian times? 

Key Line of Enquiry 1 Key Line of Enquiry 2 Key Line of Enquiry 3 

Who were the Victorians? 
Pupils will: 
 Learn who Queen Victoria 

was and when she was 
queen 

 Place the Victorian period on 
a time line 

 Learn that the Victorian peri-
od was the era when Queen 
Victoria was queen and that 
lots of changes took place 
including : homes, school, 
work, travel, holidays 

  

Did Victorian children go to 
school? 
Pupils will: 
 Learn that not all children 

went to school and talk about 
the reasons why 

 Learn about the jobs done by 
some Victorian children 
(chimney sweep, working in 
a mill, farming, domestic ser-
vice) 

  
  
  

  

What was it like to go to school 
in Victorian times? 
Pupils will: 
 Learn about the similarities 

and differences between 
school in Victorian time and 
school today. 

 Look at photographs of chil-
dren who went to school in 
Victorian Cononley and our 
school photographs. What is 
the same, what is different? 
(Clothes, games, lessons) 

 Look at the old school log 
books from the Victorian era; 
what do you think school was 
like? 

Key Vocabulary Key Vocabulary Key Vocabulary 

Past 
A long time ago 
Century 
Victorian period / era 
  

Child labour 
Chimney sweep 
Mill / factory worker 
Domestic service 
Farming / agriculture 

School room 
Cane, dunces cap 
School master / mistress 
Sampler, stitching 
Copper-plate writing 
Slate and chalk 
Pen and ink / ink well 
  

Key Line of Enquiry 4 Key Line of Enquiry 5 Key Concepts covered in this topic: 

How did people travel in Victori-
an times? 
Pupils will: 

 Learn that travelling by steam 
train became very popular dur-
ing the Victorian period. (The 
first passenger trains were in-
vented just before Queen Vic-
toria became queen.) 

 Learn that the first railway sta-
tion was built in Cononley in 
Victorian times in 1847. 

 Learn that people could now 
travel to Keighley, Bradford, 
Leeds and Skipton. They 
could also travel to More-
cambe for day trips to the 
seaside. 

  
  

Can you be a Victorian Detec-
tive? 
Pupils will: 
 Look at old photos of Victori-

an buildings in Cononley: the 
old National School, St 
John’s Church, railway sta-
tion, Green’s Mill 

 Walk around the village and 
identify key Victorian build-
ings: how have they 
changed / how have they 
remained the same? 

Chronology 
Knowledge 
Causation and Change 
Use of Sources 

Key Vocabulary Key Vocabulary Links to other history topics and 
other subjects 

Steam engine 
Coal 
Railway 
Navvies – workers who built the 
railways 
  

Victorian 
Mill 
Railway station 
National School 

The Industrial Revolution (KS2) 
Holidays in the Past (KS1) 
 
Science: Materials 


