
 

Components: Sticky Knowledge: 

Lower and Upper Key Stage 2 

Location Knowledge:  Pupils will: use maps and atlases to locate countries in North 

America, lines of latitude and longitude, Tropics of Cancer and  

Capricorn, Prime Meridian and time zones 

Place Knowledge:  Pupils will: study Florida, North America, learning why its loca-
tion on the Earth affects the climate including extreme weather. 
They will learn about some features of Florida including tourist 
attractions. They will learn that Florida is a peninsula. Pupils will 
identify the area of modern North America which was the centre 
of the Maya civilisation in the past. They will carry out their own 
research about tourist attractions and other features. Pupils will 
identify other peninsulas around the world using satellite imager 
and a world map. They will learn about time zones  

Human and Physical Geography:  Pupils will: compare the climate in Florida USA with climate in 
London UK. They will interpret simple information from bar 
charts and construct their own bar charts. They will know about 
hurricanes and their impact on Florida.  
Pupils will interpret and represent more complex information 
about weather and climate and construct line graphs. They will 
make connections between the impact of hurricanes and other 
natural disasters such as volcanoes and earthquakes.  

Skills and Fieldwork:  Maps, atlases, globes, digital / computer mapping,  
Use knowledge of latitude and longitude to locate peninsulas in 
different parts of the world. Use knowledge of tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn to indentify sub tropical regions and know ex-
plain the reasons fr different climate zones using an atlas or 
globe.  

How  does this unit build on the 
knowledge and skills developed in 
KS1 and link with the knowledge 
and skills in other KS2 units?  
(See also Progression in 
Knowledge on website.) 

Previous learning in Year 3: 
KS1: Weather, What is it like to live in Kampong Ayer, Where I 
live, Seasides, Where does my food come from, Why don’t 
penguins need to fly 
Previous learning in Year 4: 
KS2: Earthquakes and Volcanoes, Sustainability 
Previous learning in Year 5: 
KS2: Earthquakes and Volcanoes, Sustainability 
Megacities, National Parks 
Previous learning in Year 6: 
KS2: Earthquakes and Volcanoes, Sustainability 
Megacities, National Parks 

Connected Knowledge History: Maya Civilisation 
Science: Earth and Space, Living Things and Habitats, Animals 
Including Humans 
Maths: compass points, direction, statistics 
Music: Music of the USA—Blues, Jazz and Rock and Roll 

Key Stage 2 

What is Florida Really Like?  



Curriculum Intent: Key Lines of Enquiry 

1. Revisit location knowledge 
before starting new lines of 
enquiry 

2. Where is Florida 3.  Why is the state of Florida 
a    peninsula? 

Pupils will learn: 
Y3—locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe, 
North and South America Coun-
tries in Europe nearest to UK  
Y4—as for Y3 plus capital cities ; 
lines of longitude and latitude and 
the Greenwich Meridian  
Y5—Countries in North America 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn,  
Y6—Countries in North America 
and capital cities, significance of: 
the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night)  

Pupils will learn about / to: 
 The constituent states of the 

United States of America and            
recognise and describe key 
features of Florida 

 Identify main countries in 
North America and name 
capital and other major cities 
in USA. 

 Identify the time zones across 
the world and those on the 
USA mainland.  

 

Pupils will learn about / to: 
 The key geographical         

features of a peninsula 
 Use map skills (knowledge of 

longitude and latitude) to  
locate peninsulas in different 
world locations 

Key Vocabulary Key Vocabulary Key Vocabulary 
Continents 
Oceans 
Capital cities 
Lines of longitude and latitude 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 
Prime / Greenwich Meridian 
Time Zones 

Political map: a map that shows 
administrative detail such as     
countries and cities 
Continents: a large solid area of 
land. Earth has seven continents. 
In order from largest to smallest, 
they are Asia, Africa, North        
America, South America, Antarctica, 
Europe and Oceania. 
Oceans: An ocean is a huge body 
of salt water. Oceans cover nearly 
71  percent of Earth's surface. They 
contain almost 98 percent of all the 
water on Earth.  
Country: a land lived in by a peo-
ple with a common government  
Territory: a geographical area    
belonging to or under the rule of a   
government.  
State: a territory organised under 
the rule of a government 
Contiguous: sharing a common 
border, neighbouring 
Time zone: A time zone is 
an area on Earth that has a           
specific time that all citizens can set 
their clocks to. Different places on 
Earth have different time zones.  

Peninsula : a piece of land that is 
almost surrounded by water but 
connected to a larger land mass on 
one side 



Curriculum Intent: Key Lines of Enquiry 

4.  How and why is the climate of the 
Sunshine State  different from London 
UK? 

5.  How to Floridians cope with hurri-
canes? 

  

Pupils will learn about: 
 the climate of the United Kingdom 

(London)  and Florida 
 the main differences  particularly in rela-

tion to temperature, precipitation and 
sunshine hours 

 Climate zones in Florida, USA, and Lon-
don, UK. 

 The reasons for different climate zones 
(in relation to lines of latitude , the equa-
tor and the topics.) 

 the reasons for the differences between       
temperature and sunshine hours 

 the best time climatically for British tour-
ists to  holiday in Florida 

Pupils will learn about: 
 how hurricanes form and why they present 

such a threat to the people of Florida 
 the range of ways in which residents take 

measures to protect themselves and prop-
erty from potential    damage 

 The human, physical and economic impact 
of hurricanes in Florida. 

 Make links with the human, physical and 
economic impact of other natural disasters 
such as earthquakes and volcanoes (links 
to previous learning).  

  

Key Vocabulary Key Vocabulary 

Climate: the average pattern of the weather 
from year to year 
Weather: whether it is  hot or cold, dry or 
wet, calm or stormy, clear or cloudy 
Climate graph: what geographers draw and 
use to compare the weather and climate in 
different places in the world 
Climate zone: a particular region or area 
with  specific type of     climate 
Time zone : a time zone is an area on Earth 
that has a           specific time that all citizens 
can set their clocks to. Different    places on 
Earth have             different time zones.  
Precipitation: the liquid and     solid water. 
Includes drizzle, rain, snow, snow pellets, ice 
crystals, and hail.  
Temperature: hotness or       coldness  
Equator: see above 
North Pole : see above 
South Pole: see above 
Tropic of Cancer: an imaginary line around 
the earth, north of the equator.  
Lines of latitude: see above 
Lines of longitude: see above 
Meridian lines: see above 

Tropical: places near the equator  
Sub- tropical: climatic region of the world 
which lies between the tropics and the temperate 
zones 
Anti-clockwise: moving in the     opposite di-
rection to the hands on the clock 
Spiral: a curve that circles around from a fixed 
point  
Wind: moving air and is caused by differences 
in air pressure within our atmosphere  
Ocean: An ocean is a huge body of salt water. 
Oceans cover nearly 71 percent of Earth's sur-
face. They contain almost 98 percent of all the 
water on Earth.  
Tropical storm: when winds are circulating in 
an anticlockwise       direction at speeds of be-
tween 88 and 119 km per hour 
Hurricane: when winds register over 119 km 
per hour 
Tsunami: a long, high sea wave caused by an 
earthquake or other disturbance. 
Coast: area where the sea and land meet  
Atlantic coast 
Gulf coast 


